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The world is so full of a number of things, 
I'm sure we should all be as happy as kings. 

-Robert Louis Stevenson
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lesson 
Roadrunners 

Before You Read 

1. How would you describe this bird to another person?

2. Why do you think this bird is called a roadrunner?

3. What would you like to find out about this kind of bird?

112 
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Context Clues 

The words in bold print below are from this lesson. Use context 
clues to guess what each word means. 

1. Roadrunners live in the desert zone of the southwestern
United States.

2. A roadrunner eats plants once in a while, but it is mostly
a meat eater.

3. The bird doesn't always eat the food right there.
Sometimes it carries the food home.

4. Most of its diet is insects, but it also catches birds, mice,
and other small animals.

5. The male bird gives the female bird presents such as
twigs (tiny branches of a tree) or something to eat.

1 Roadrunners 

If you say the word roadrunner to people in the 
United States, they will probably think of a famous 
cartoon program that was on television. In the cartoon, 
a funny-looking bird was always outsmarting a coyote. 

s The bird in this cartoon program was based on a bird 
called a roadrunner. 

Real roadrunners live in the desert zone of the 
southwestern United States and northern Mexico. A 
roadrunner is a bird, but it can fly only about as much 

1 o as a chicken can. People gave it its name because they
usually see it running across a road, but, of course, a
roadrunner spends more time among the plants of the
desert than it does on roads.

The roadrunner is quite a large bird-about 
1 s forty-five centimeters long and twenty-five centimeters 

high. People laugh when it runs because it looks so 
funny. It holds its head straight out in front, and its tail not curved or bent 
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sticks straight out in back. It takes long steps and can 
run 30 kilometers an hour. 

20 A roadrunner eats an amazing variety of food. 
Most of its diet is insects, but it also catches birds, 
mice, and other small animals. It is even brave enough 
to catch tarantulas, snakes, and black widow spiders. 
A roadrunner eats plants once in a while, but it is 

25 mostly a meat eater. The bird doesn't always eat 
the food right there. Sometimes it carries the 
food home. 

In the spring, a male roadrunner begins looking for a 

female to be his mate. When he finds one, he gives her 
30 presents-snakes to eat or twigs (tiny branches of a 

tree) to use in building a nest. After they build their 
nest, the female lays eggs and the male and female raise 
their young. 

Some roadrunners become very friendly with 
35 people. One couple in Arizona feeds a pair of 

roadrunners that come to their house every day. One at 
a time, each bird makes a noise outside the window. If 
someone doesn't immediately give the bird a piece of 
hamburger, the bird knocks on the window with its 

40 beak. According to this couple, the birds behave like a 
pet dog or cat. For example, when the woman whistles, 
the birds come running. When the man leaves the 
house, the roadrunners walk along behind him. Clearly, 
roadrunners are not shy. 

45 Another couple in Arizona feeds a pair of 
roadrunners that come right into their house. The two 
birds will stand on a chair or table and watch television, 
and they seem really interested in what is happening 
on the program. In the spring, the male sometimes 

50 brings gifts to the couple-an insect, or a leaf or twig for 
building a nest. 

In the winter, when nighttime temperatures in the 
desert can be 20°C colder than daytime temperatures, 
a roadrunner lowers its body temperature during the 

55 night to save !body heat. In the morning, however, the 
bird needs to warm up quickly so that it can run if it 
needs to. To warm up quickly, the roadrunner stands 

makes a sound by 
blowing air through 
the lips 
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with its back to the sun. It holds out its wings and 
lifts the feathers on its upper back. Under these 

60 feathers, there is a dark spot on the bird's skin. This 
spot collects heat from the weak morning sun and 
quickly warms the bird's body and raises its 
body temperature. 

Some people in Mexican villages use roadrunner 
65 meat as medicine. They believe that because 

roadrunners can eat poisonous animals and not die, 
their meat should be good for human sickness. 

Maybe we shouldn't laugh at the roadrunner. 
Even though it looks funny when it runs, it has 

10 developed a special way to keep warm, and it can eat 
poisonous animals. It can even make friends with 
humans. It fits into its environment very well, and it 
doesn't matter that it looks funny. 

a Vocabulary 

perhaps 

although 

present diet straight shy 
mate knock fit lift 
even though snakes maybe whistled 

1. Some are dangerous, but most are not. 

2. Both the female bird and her take care of the young. 

3. On the . part of the road, people drive a lot faster. 

4. Tourists don't usually into their surroundings 

because they talk and act differently than everyone else. 
5. The class is going to walk to the museum _______ it is

raining hard.

6. The majority of people in China live on a _______ based on

rice and vegetables.

7. I thought it was a roadrunner, but it wasn't. 

8. John for a taxi, and one stopped. 

9. I can _______ the box, but I can't carry it very far.

10. When she finished college, Joan received a car from her parents as

a ______ _

Lesson 1: Roadrunners 

11 5 

63



� Vocabulary

knock 
spider 
fits 

carries 
shy 
snakes 

spot 
stick out 
nest 

once in a while 
lifts 
zones 

1. The largest _______ in the world are more than thirty

feet long.

2. When I heard a at the door, I went to answer it. 

3. Mary watches television a lot, but she goes to the movies

only _____ _

4. An insect has six legs; a has eight. 

5. Don't your tongue; it is very impolite. 

6. Jean has a on her new shirt, and she can't get it out. 

7. The Earth has several different temperature ______ _

8. He usually his wallet in his pocket. 

9. Birds build a in the spring. 

10. Even though she is very _______ , she is good at

making speeches.

C Vocabulary Review: Definitions 

Match the words with their definitions. 

1. hazardous

2. literate

3. landfill

4. humidity

5. publish

6. region

7. archaeologist

8. recyclable

9. empty

__ 10. such as 

116 

a. print and distribute books

b. moisture in the air

c. someone who studies ancient things

d. someone who studies families

e. for example

f. having nothing inside

g. able to read and write

h. area

i. very dangerous

j. domestic

k. a place for garbage

1. able to be used more than once
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d True/False/Not Enough Information

__ 1. The roadrunner runs around the desert, looking for food. 

__ 2. Roadrwmers live only in Mexico and the United States. 

___ 3. The female gives the male gifts in the spring. 

__ 4. A roadrunner is afraid of people and stays away· from them. 

__ 5. This bird can learn to depend on people. 
__ 6. A big difference between daytime and nighttime temperatures 

is typical in the desert. 
__ 7. A roadrunner uses a lot of energy keeping warm in winter. 

___ 8. The roadrunner is a typical bird. 

fe] Comprehension Questions

1. Explain why the roadrwmer is not a typical bird.
2. What does a roadrunner eat?
3. Why does a male give gifts to a female?
4. Why do people laugh at the roadrwmer?
5. Explain how the roadrwmer gets warm in winter.
6. Do you think sick people will get better if they eat roadrunner meat?

Explain your answer.
7. Do you think it is a good idea to feed wild animals? Give a reason.
8. Explain how a roadrwmer fits into its environment.

f Main Idea

Many paragraphs have one sentence that gives the main idea. It can be in 
different places in a paragraph. 

1. Which sentence is the main idea of paragraph 4 (lines 20-27)?
2. Which sentence is the main idea of paragraph 6 (lines 34-44)?
3. Which sentence is the main idea of paragraph 9 (lines 64-67)?
4. Which sentence is the main idea of paragraph 10 (lines 68-73)?

1 1 7 
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Nouns are often used to describe other nouns. The meaning is different than 
when the adjective form of the same word is used. 

Cuba had a literacy program in the 1960s. 

A literate person can read and write. 

Choose a word form from the chart for each sentence below. Use the right verb forms 
and singular or plural nouns. Then circle any nouns in the sentences that describe 
another noun. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Verb 

complicate 

hope 

waste 

dispose 

depend (on) 

succeed 

vary 

finance 

know 

Noun 

environment 

complication 

hope 

waste 

disposal 

(in)dependence 

success 

variety 
variation 

finances 

knowledge 

Adjective Adverb 

environmental environmentally 

( un)complicated 

hopeful hopefully 

hopeless 

wasteful wastefully 

disposable 

(in)dependent (in)dependently 

successful successfully 

vanous 

f
i

nancial financially 

(un)known (un)knowingly 
knowledgeable knowledgeably 

1. Water pollution is an _______ problem.

2. This is a problem, and I can't find the solution. 

3. There was a bad accident on the highway this morning. I am

_______ that no one died.

4. Some _______ products from factories can be reused.
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5. Doctors and dentists use _______ gloves so that they don't

spread disease from one patient to another.

6. Instead of working in groups, we are supposed to work

7. The movie was a huge _______ , making its director a happy

and rich person.

8. A supermarket sells a large _______ of products.

9. If you don't stop spending so much money, you are going to have serious

------- problems.

10. Barbara is very _______ about birds. She has been studying

them for years.

I!!] Prepositions

Put a preposition in each blank. 

1. The bird this cartoon program was based ___ a bird called 

a roadrunner. 

2. Roadrunners live __ the desert zone __ the United States

and Mexico.

3. It spends more time __ the plants __ the desert than it does

__ roads.

4. Once a while, it eats plants. 

5. the spring, a male roadrunner begins looking __ a mate.

6. Roadrunners can also become friendly people. 

7. The birds come one __ a time and make a noise __ the window.

8. The bird knocks the window its beak. 

9. These birds come right the house. 

10. They seem really interested what is happening the program. 

11. the winter, nighttime temperatures the desert can be 20°C 

colder than daytime temperatures.

12. To warm up quickly, the roadrunner stands __ its back -­

the sun.
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rn Connectin!l Words

Use even though to connect a sentence from the first column with one from the 
second column. Write the new sentences on a separate sheet of paper. 

1. A roadrunner is considered to be a bird.
2. The Garbage Project studies landfills.
3. Rain forests cannot support 

agriculture.
4. We still use petroleum in cars.
5. Women do most of the domestic work.

Summarizin 

Which sentence is the best summary? 

1. Paragraph 4 (lines 20-27)

a. They have plants.
b. It is sometimes dangerous.
c. They work outside the

home too.
d. We know it pollutes the air.
e. It can't fly very far.

a. It eats insects, mice, and other small animals.
b. It eats both plants and meat.
c. It eats a large variety of food, both plants and meat.

2. Paragraphs 6 and 7 (lines 34-51)
a. Roadrunners follow people, ask for food, and watch television.
b. Roadrunners can become friendly with people.
c. Roadrunners sometimes bring gifts to people.

3. Paragraph 8 (lines 52-63)
a. Temperatures are much colder at night than du�ing the day.
b. A roadrunner has an unusual way to keep warm in winter.
c. A roadrunner collects heat from the sun through a black spot on

its back.
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[Iii Guided Writing

Write one of these two short compositions. 

1. Describe a roadrunner. Include the three most interesting things about a
roadrunner, in your opinion.

2. Exactly how does a roadrunner fit into its environment?

Lesson 1: Roadrunners 
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Afraid to Fly 

Before You Read 

1. What are some common problems airplane passengers have?

2. · What makes you nervous when you are flying in
an airplane?

3. Do any of these things make you nervous-standing on the

roof of a building, giving a speech, snakes, or spiders?
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Context Clues 

The words in bold print below are from this lesson. Use context 
clues to guess what each word means. 

1. It's smart to be afraid of some things. For example, being
afraid of poisonous spiders is logical.

2. Some people are afraid of going through a tunnel on
a highway.

3. A plane crash is always in the news, but we never hear
about the millions of flights every year that are safe.

4. They listen to a tape recording of an airplane takeoff and
landing at an airport.

2 Afraid to Fl 

How do you feel about flying in an airplane? Do 
you find it boring , exciting, or downright terrifying? very frightening 

People who have to fly all the time for business often 
find it boring. People who fly only once in a while think 

s it's exciting. However, some people feel only terror 
when they get on an airplane. Their fear of flying can 
prevent them from traveling to other countries or 
visiting friends far away. 

It's smart to be afraid of some things. For example, 
1 o being afraid of poisonous spiders is logical. However, if 

you are afraid of all spiders, even harmless ones, you not dangerous 

have an illogical fear, or a phobia. Three common 
phobias are fear of heights, fear of being enclosed in a plural noun for high 

small area, and f�ar of being in a large open area. It is 
1 s not logical to be afraid of these things when there is no 

danger, but a phobia is not logical. 
Fear of flying is another phobia. A plane crash is 

always in the news, but we never hear about the 

Lesson 2: Afraid to Fly 
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millions of flights every year that are safe. Riding in a 
20 car is thirty times more dangerous than flying, but most 

of us are not afraid every time we get into a car. It is not 
logical to be afraid of flying, but research indicates that 
about 12% of people have this fear. 

People with a phobia about flying are afraid for one 
2s or more reasons. They might be afraid of heights. 

People who have a fear of heights avoid high places, 
and if they are in a high-rise building, they don't look 
out the windows. 

They might also be afraid of being in an enclosed 
30 place like an elevator or a tunnel on a highway. When 

they get on an airplane, they can't get out until the end 
of the flight, and the flight might last several hours. 

People with a fear of flying might be afraid of the 
crowds and all the noise and people rushing around at 

35 an airport. This especially bothers older people. 
Some people are afraid of the unknown. They don't 

understand the technology of flying and can't believe 
that a huge airplane can stay up in the air. 

Others are afraid of loss of control. They need to 
40 control every situation they are in. When they drive a 

car, they have some chance of avoiding an accident. In 
a plane, they have no control over anything. It terrifies 
them to give up control to the pilot and the rest 
of the crew. 

45 For some people, a fear of flying is not important 
because they don't really need to fly. But what about 
someone who works for an international company? 
What about an entertainer who has to sing in twenty 
different places in a month? These people have to fly if 

so they want to continue in their professions. 
There is help for these people. There are special 

classes in which people learn how to control their fear. 
They probabily can't lose it, but they can learn to control 
it. Then they can fly when they need to, even though 

ss they probably won't enjoy it. 

124 

The class visits an airport and learns how airplane 
traffic is controlled and how planes are kept in safe 
condition. A pilot talks about flying through storms, the 

tunnel 

noun for lose 
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different noises an airplane makes, and air safety in 
60 general. The class learns to do relaxation exercises, and 

the people talk about their fear. 
Next, the class listens to tape recordings of a takeoff 

and landing, and later the people ride in a plane on the 
ground around the airport. Finally, they are ready to 

65 take a short flight. 
The instructors of these classes are sometimes teachers 

psychologists. They say that between 80 and 90% of the 
people who take the classes are successful. They still 
have their phobia, but they learn to control their fear. 

70 Some of them even learn to enjoy flying. 

fa] Vocabulary

terror 
situation 
harm 

height 
crash 
bother 

fear 
takeoff 
phobia 

logical 
tunnels 
losses 

1. A plane _______ usually kills a lot of people.

2. Tom found himself in a difficult -------, and he didn't know

what to do.

3. A _______ is an illogical fear of something.

4. is a very strong word for fear. 

5. is the feeling you have when you are afraid. 

6. Ali's company had so many financial _______ that it went

out of business.

7. Some dogs bite, but most of them won't _______ anyone.

8. There are several under the rivers from Manhattan 

Island to New Jersey and the other parts of New York. 

9. After , the airplane crew usually brings around 

drinks and food.

10. What is the _______ of the tallest building in your city?
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Vocabulary 

bother 
terrified 
logical 

accidents 
traffic 
instructor 

tunnels 
in general 
terrifying 

psycho 
harmle 

1. There is a lot of on the roads between 4 anc 

when people leave work to go home.

2. Anne was when she saw a car coming strai 

at her.

3. Many more people die in car than in plane< 

4. A can help you learn to control your fear. 

5. An _______ is a teacher.

6. It's raining today, but _______ the weather here is p

7. What is the thing to do when the telephone 

8. For some people, descending to the ocean floor would be a

_______ experience.

9. Most snakes are _______ ; only a few kinds are poise

10. Please don't me now. I'm busy. 

Vocabulary Review 

Cross out the word that does not belong with the other two. 

1. roots, snakes, branches
2. once, couple, pair
3. knock, touch, run
4. threaten, take care of, help
5. even, even though, although
6. often, sometimes, once in a while
7. pollution, surroundings, environment
8. twenty-five, two-thirds, 40%
9. hazardous, dangerous, positive

10. married, divorced, published
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[!!I Multiple Choice

1. may think flying is boring.
a. People who fly once in a while
b. People who fly often
c. People who have a phobia about flying

2. A phobia is ·--
a. positive
b. illogical
c. chemical

3. About __ of people are afraid to fly.
a. 6%
b. 12%
c. 15%

4. A person with a fear of enclosed places doesn't like __
a. walking on a path
b. high places
c. being in a tunnel

5. especially bother older people.
a. Crowds at airports
b. High-rise buildings
c. Spiders

6. A fear of flying is not important to some people because __ _
a. they are entertainers
b. they don't need to fly
c. they can take a class about flying

7. The instructor of a class for people who are afraid of

flying _ _
a. explains about airplane crashes
b. learns to relax
c .  takes them to an airport

8. More than of the people who take these classes are successful. 
a. 12%
b. 80%
C. 90%

Lesson 2: Afraid to Fly 
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[e:j Comprehension Questions

l. Have you ever flown in an airplane? If you have, when was the last time
you flew?

2. What are two examples of phobias?
3. Why aren't most people afraid when they get into a car?
4. Give four reasons people are afraid of flying.
5. Give four examples of people who need to fly.
6. What are three things that people learn in a class for those who are afraid

of flying?
7. How does learning how airplane traffic is controlled help people who are

afraid of flying?
8. Why does the class learn about the different noises a plane makes?
9. How do relaxation exercises help the people in the class?

m Main Idea 

l. Which sentence is the main idea of paragraph 8 (lines 39-44)?
2. Which sentence is the main idea of paragraph 11 (lines 56-61)?
3. Write a sentence for the main idea of the last paragraph.

Word Forms: Adverbs 

Adverbs describe verbs. They also describe adjectives and other adverbs. 
Many adverbs end in -ly- for example, badly and nicely. But there also are a 
few adjectives that end in -ly-for example, friendly and lovely. There are 
also some common adverbs that do not end in -ly, such as fast and hard. 

Please return to the office immediately. 

Your solution to this math problem is completely wrong. 

Ali worked especially hard today. 

Ann is a friendly person. 

Mike works hard at his job. 

128 

Unit 3: A Mishmash. or Hodgepodge 
76



Sometimes an adverb or an adverbial phrase describes the whole sentence. 
It is followed by a comma. 

Most importantly, you must hand in a report of the meeting by 
tomorrow morning. 

Ordinarily, the class finishes at 2:00. Today, it will last until 2:30 because 
we have a special lecture. 

Choose a word form from the chart for each sentence below. Use the right verb forms 
and singular or plural nouns. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Verb 

secrete 

separate 

fear 

lose 

terrify 

Noun 

accident 

profession 

secret 

separation 

fear 

loss 

terror 
terrorist 

Adjective Adverb 

accidental accidentally 

professional professionally 

secretive secretly 

separate separately 

fearful fearfully 
fearless fearlessly 

lost 

terrified terrifyingly 
terrifying 

1. During lunch, the waiter dropped a glass of water on 
a customer. Even though it was an , he lost his job. 

2. They did a job on my house. No one could have done 

it better.

3. She took off her shoes so that she could enter the building

_______ . She wanted her arrival to be a ______ _

4. I don't want to ridle . Let's ride together. 

5. Superman is ______ _

6. The Student Union has a and Found office. If you are 

lucky, you might find something there that you left in the cafeteria 

by mistake. 

7. Two _______ hijacked an airplane and made the pilot fly to

Paris. The passengers were -------· It was a

_______ experience for them.
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� Articles

Put articles in the blanks if they are necessary. 

1. people who have to fly all time for __ business often 

find it boring.

2. However, some people feel only __ terror when they get on

__ airplane.

3. Being afraid of ___ poisonous spiders is logical.

4. Three common phobias are fear of heights, fear of being 

enclosed in small area, and fear of being in large open area. 

5. A plane crash is always in news, but we never hear about __ 

millions of flights every year that are safe. 

6. People who have a fear of heights avoid high places, and if they are 

m high-rise building, they don't look out windows. 

7. They might also be afraid of being in enclosed place like __ 

elevator or tunnel on highway. 

8. When they get on airplane, they can't get out until end of 

__ flight, and flight might last several hours. 

m,· f ! �: Connecting Words

Use and, but, or even though to connect a sentence in the second column with a 
sentence in the first column. Use a comma before and or but. Write the sentences on 
a separate piece of paper. 

1. Businesspeople are bored
with flying.

2. A roadrunner fits well into
its environment.

3. People started exploring the
ocean floor.

4. The boat was caught in a
bad storm.

5. Scott reached the South Pole.

130 

a. They didn't have good
equipment.

b. It looks funny.
c. Amundsen had arrived

there first.
d. People who don't fly very often find

it exciting.
e. It sank.
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m Summarizing 

Write a sentence to summarize each of these paragraphs. Number 2 will have a long 
sentence. For numbers 1 and 3, write a sentence with only the most important idea. 

1. Paragraph 3 (lines 17-23)
2. Paragraphs 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 (lines 29-50)
3. Paragraph 10 (lines 51-55)

[kl Guided Writing 

Write one of these two short compositions. 

1. Do you have a phobia? Describe it. If you wanted to control it, what would
you do?

2. Describe the most terrifying trip you have ever taken, on an airplane or
any other kind of transportation.
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Languages and 
Language Diversity 

Before You Read 

1. What languages do you speak?

2. How is your first language different from English?

3. How many languages do you think there are in the world?u�l..>:!l ul,,j 
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Context Clues 

The words in bold print below are from this lesson. Use context clues to 
guess what each word means. 

1. All languages have rules for forming words and for ordering
those words into sentences.

2. People invent new words for their language and borrow
words from other languages.

3. Languages are now disappearing at a rapid rate.

4. Experts estimate that the world loses a language every
two weeks.

5. In one study, researchers looked at bilingual adults. Some of
the adults learned a second language when they were
children, and some learned a second language as adults.

3 Languages and 
Language Diversity 

A language is a system of sounds, gestures, or 
characters used to communicate ideas and feelings. 
There are roughly 6,000 languages in the world today. 
Some languages are used by millions of people. Others 

s have only a few speakers. 
All languages have rules for forming words and for 

ordering those words into meaningful sentences. In 
written languages, meaning is expressed through 
a system of characters and rules for combining those 

1 o characters. In spoken languages, meaning is �xpressed 
through a system of sounds and rules for combining 
those sounds. Many hearing-impaired people use sign 
languages, in which gestures do the work of the sound 
system of spoken languages. 

Lesson 3: Languages and Language Diversity 
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15 Word order is more important in English than it is in 
some other languages such as Russian. The sound 
system is very important in Chinese and in many 
languages spoken in West Africa. 

Languages are always changing, but they change 
20 very slowly. People invent new words for their 

language, borrow words from other languages, and 
change the meanings of words as needed. For example, 
the English word byte was invented by computer 
specialists in 1959. The English word tomato was 

25 borrowed from Nahuatl, an American Indian language 
spoken in Mexico. The English word meat once referred 
to food in general. 

There are several major language families in the 
world. The languages in each family are related, and 

30 scientists think that they came from the same parent 
family. Language families come in different sizes. The 
Austronesian family contains at least 500 languages, 
including Pilipino, Malay, and Maori. The Basque 
language, spoken in northern Spain, is the only member 

35 of its language family. 
The Indo-European language family·contains fifty­

five languages, including English. German, Spanish, 
Russian, and Hindi are also Indo-European languages. 
Another language family is Sino-Tibetan, which 

40 includes Chinese, Burmese, and Tibetan. The 
Afro-Asiatic family includes Arabic, Hebrew, and 
Amharic. There are about 150 American Indian 
languages spoken today. These languages have many 
differences among them and have been divided into separated 

45 more than fifty language families. 
Today, 50% of the world's population speaks one of 

the top fifteen languages. The world's most common 
language is Mandarin Chinese, which has more than 
1 billion speakers. English is the international language 

50 for science and business. In fact, English has more 
second-language speakers than first-language speakers. 
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55 well. Adults often must work harder at learning a 
second language. 

Recent research indicates that a child's brain 
actually learns a new language differently than an 
adult's brain does. In one study, scientists used a special 

60 machine to look at the brains of bilingual adults. Some 
of the adults learned a second language when they were 
children, and some learned a second language as adults. 
The study showed that children use the same part of 
their brain to learn both their first language and a 

65 second language. Adults, on the other hand, used 
a different area of their brain to process the 
second language. 

Languages have come and gone in the past, but they 
are now disappearing at a rapid rate. Experts estimate 

70 that, on average, the world loses a language every two 
weeks. Some linguists believe that half of the world's 
languages could disappear in the next 100 years if we 
don't do anything. That would be roughly 3,000 
languages lost forever. Should we let that happen? 

00 Vocabulary

able to speak two 
languages 

judge; calculate 

people who study 
languages 

systems 
borrow 
past 

characters 
specializes 
rate 

form 
refer to 
estimate 

meaningful 
divided 
linguists 

1. There are many different writing _______ . The English

language uses the Roman alphabet.

2. A dermatologist is a doctor who _______ in problems of

the skin.

3. The United States is _______ into fifty states.

4. In the fifty years, the population of the world has 

increased rapidly.
5. Can I ____ _ your pen for just a minute? 
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6. It's much easier to ======- wet snow into balls than to use 

dry snow.

7. In some countries, students _______ their professors by their

first names.

8. Noam Chomsky, a professor at MIT, is one of the most famous

_______ in the world.

9. A team of workers can build a car at a faster _______ than

people working alone.

10. The word diversity has nine ______ _

[!!J Vocabulary

rate 
brain 
past 

estimate 
specialist 
system 

meaningful 
reference 
characters 

bilingual 
divide 
linguistics 

1. The best way to become _______ is to live in a

foreign country.

2. His friends began to worry about him when he said that there was no

longer anything . in his life.

3. If you want to study how people learn languages, you should take a

-------- course.

4. Motorcyclists wear helmets to prevent _______ injury in

an accident.

5. I don't know the exact population of my city, but I ______ _

that there are about 2 million people.

6. My dentist said that I need to go to a _______ to get my

tooth fixed.

7. During the president's speech, she made _______ to an

important new medical study.

8. The computer _______ for the whole office was down for

two days.

9. When you exercise, your heart goes up. 

10. We had such a large class that the instructor had to _______ it

up into three groups.
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[c] Vocabulary Review: Antonyms

Match the words that mean the opposite. 

1. harmless a. negative

2. instructor b. full

3. once in a while c. certainly

4. lift d. often

5. maybe e. student

6. terrify f. request

7. empty g. calm

8. positive h. land

9. demand i. fear

10. take off j. hazardous

k. drop

True/False/Not Enough Information 

t 

1. We don't know the exact number of languages used today.

2. Word order is the same in all languages.

3. There is more than one kind of sign language.

4. Many hearing-impaired people use a sign language.

5. Many food words in English come from other languages.

6. A language family can be small or large.

7. There is nothing we can do to prevent the loss of half the

world's languages.

8. More people speak Chinese than any other language.

9. Fifty percent of the world's population speaks Chinese.

__ 10. Adults and children use different parts of their brain to learn 

a second language. 
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� Comprehension Questions

1. What is the definition of a language?
2. What is a sign language?
3. In English, the basic order of words in a sentence is subject, verb,

object. What is the basic order of words in your first language?
4. What is an example of a borrowed word?
5. What is an example of an invented word?
6. What is one difference between the Austronesian language family and the

Indo-European language family?
7. Why is it useful to group languages into families?
8. Should we try to keep languages alive? Why or why not?
9. Why is it more difficult for adults than children to learn a

second language?

[f] Paraphrasing

Use your own words to say the ideas found in these sentences from the text. It is not 
necessary to use the same number of sentences. You may use more. 

1. There are about 150 American Indian languages spoken today. These
languages have many differences among them and have been divided into
more than fifty language families.

2. Most children learn their first language easily-and sometimes other
languages as well. Adults often must work harder at learning a
second language.

f!j Main Idea

1. Write a sentence for the main idea for paragraph 4 (lines 19-27).
2. Write a sentence for the main idea for paragraph 7 (lines 46-51).
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h Scanning

1. Half of the world's population speaks one of

_______ languages.

2. We might lose half of the world's languages in the next

_______ years.

3. The word byte entered the English language in the

year�------

4. Maori is a language in the _______ language family.

[fl Word Forms: Active and �assive

In an active sentence, the subject performs (does) the action: 

Computer specialists invented the word byte. 

In a passive sentence, the subject receives the action. The passive is formed 
with the verb to be and the past participle. Sometimes the person (the agent) 
who performed the action is included in the sentence after the word by. The 
agent is not included if it is unknown or unimportant. Sometimes everyone 
knows who the agent is, so naming it is not necessary. 

The word byte was invented by computer specialists. 

About 150 American Indian languages are still spoken today. (Everyone 
knows they are spoken by people.) 

American Indian languages have been divided into more than fifty 
language families. (The people who divided the languages into 
families are not important in this sentence.) 
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Choose a word form from the chart for each blank. Use the passive form where needed. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Verb 

instruct 

imagine 

invent 

interview 

characterize 

beg 

depend (on) 

Noun 

instruction 

I 
( dis )honesty 

imagination 

invention 

interview 
interviewer 

character 

psychology 

beggar 

dependability 

Adjective Adverb 

instructive 
instructor 

( dis )honest (dis)honestly 

(un)imaginative ( un)imaginatively 

inventive inventively 
inventor 

, �,
-

1, 

( un )characteristic ( un)characteristicall y 

psychological psychologically 
psychologist 

( un)dependable dependably 

1. The lecture on safe driving was very ______ _

2. is an important characteristic for someone working in 

a bank. 

3. That mystery program was very-------· I didn't know how

it was going to end until the last minute.

4. The telephone by Alexander Graham Bell. 

5. The Minister of Health didn't like some of the questions that the

_______ asked him. He by a

foreign journalist.

6. Marge started a fight with her sister. This was very _______ of

Marge; she is usually nice to her sister.

7. Barbara is going to study - ------· Then she will work with

people who have problems.

8. Dan _______ his friend to lend him his car.

9. Mr. Thompson is a ______ person.You know that he will do 

what he says. You can _______ him. 
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Noun Substitutes 

What does each noun substitute stand for? 

1. page 134 line 15 it

2. page 134 line 19 they

3. page 134 line 30 they

4. page 135 line 61 they

5. page 135 line 68 they

k 
I 

Articles

Put articles in the blanks if they are necessary. 

1. Some languages are used by millions of people. 

2. Many hearing-impaired people use sign languages, in which __

gestures do the work of __ sound system of __ spoken languages.

3. Word order is more important in English than it is in some other 

languages such as Russian. 

4. English word byte was invented by computer specialists 

in 1959.

5. English word meat once referred to food in general. 

6. Experts estimate that, on average, the world loses language every 

two weeks.

7. Today, 50% of __ world's population speaks one of __ top

fifteen languages.

8. Recent research indicates that child's brain learns new 

language differently than adult's brain does. 
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rn Two-Word Verbs

pick (someone) up = go eomewhere (for example, with your car) to 
get someone 

stand for = be a symbol for (as in U.S. stands for United States) 
see (someone) off = go with someone to the place from which he or she is 

going to leave (for example, the airport) 
clean up = make clean and orderly (as in clean the house after a 

party or after some children had a lot of toys out) 
help out = help someone to do something 

1. U.N. United Nations. 

2. Tom had a big party. Afterwards, he had to ________ the house.

Three of his friends stayed to ______ _

3. Ali studied at New York University for five years. When he left, twenty

people went to the airport to ______ _

him ______ _

4. Let's go to the party together. I'll _______ you

_______ at 9:00.

Guided Writing 

Write one of these two short compositions. 

1. Compare your first language to the English language. How are they
similar? How are they different?

2. What is easy about learning a second language? What is difficult?
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Skyscrapers 

Before You Read 

1. What is the tallest building in your country? How old is it?

2. Why couldn't people build very tall buildings 100 years ago?

3. Do you think we should continue building tall buildings?

Why or why not?

Lesson 4: Skyscrapers 
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Context Clues 

The words in bold print below are from this lesson. Use context 
clues to guess what each word means. 

1. One of the tallest buildings in the late nineteenth century
was the fourteen-story Pulitzer Building.

2. Cesar Pelli was the architect of the Petronas Towers. He
worked on the building for several years.

3. A building with windows is more pleasant than a
building without windows.

4. Architects had to find a way to prevent skyscrapers from
moving too much in the wind. In addition, they wanted
to make the buildings as beautiful as possible.

5. During World War Two, the centers of many cities in Eu­
rope were destroyed by bombs.

4 Skyscrapers 

In 1998, the Petronas Towers in Malaysia became the 
tallest building in the world, stealing the number one 
spot from the Sears Tower in Chicago. Four years later, in 
2003, the Taipei 101 building in Taiwan stole the title 

s from the Petronas Towers. It seems that no skyscraper 
can hold the title of "the world's tallest building" for 
very long. But how high can a skyscraper go? Some 
experts believe that a mile-high building (5,280 feet, or 
1,609 meters) is possible with the technology we 

10 now have. 
For centuries, the tallest buildings were made of 

stone. The base, or lower walls, of a tall building had to 
be very thick in order to support the upper walls. The 
taller the building was, the thicker the lower walls had to 

1 s be. One of the tallest buildings in the late nineteenth 
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century was the fourteen-story Pulitzer Building in floor 

New York. To support the upper walls of the building, 
the stone walls at the base were nine feet (three 
meters) thick! 

20 It took two important technological advancements 
to make real skyscrapers possible. The first 
advancement was the mass production of iron and steel. 
The second was the production of lightweight metal 
beams. In the 1880s, architects started using these people who design 

25 beams to support the walls of buildings. These buildings 

buildings didn't need thick walls at the base, so they
could be much taller. 

There were other advantages to building with metal 
beams. The building walls were thinner, and they could 

30 have more windows, which made the rooms much 
more pleasant. With thin lower walls, there was more nice 

room for stores and offices on the ground floor. It w�s 
also faster to build with iron and steel than with stone. 

However, there was still one problem. How would 

35 people get to the top floor of a tall building? The 
solution, of course, was the elevator. Elisha Otis 
invented the safety elevator and first showed it to the 
public in 1853. By the 1880s, there were elevators run by 
electricity, which were fast and light enough to use in 

40 skyscrapers. They were developed at just the right time. 
There were other problems that architects and 

engineers had to solve. They had to figure out a way to 
get water to all the floors. They had to prevent the 
buildings from moving too much in the wind. 

45 In addition, they wanted to make the buildings as and 

beautiful as possible. 
At the same time that architects were designing the 

first high-rise buildings, thousands of immigrants were 
entering the United States from Europe. These people 

50 needed housing, and tall buildings could provide 
plenty of it in the cities. Before long, skyscrapers were 
rising in cities across the United States. 

Over the years, many problems connected to 
high-rise buildings were solved, and buildings got taller 

55 and taller. In 1909, a fifty-story building was built in 

� 
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New York, and in 1913, one with sixty floors. In 1931, the 
Empire State Building in New York was finished; it was 
102 stories high. 

Throughout the twentieth century, other countries 
60 were building skyscrapers too. In Europe, the centers of 

many cities had been destroyed by bombs during World 
War Two. City planners rebuilt many of the buildings 
exactly as they had been, but they also included high­
rises in their plans. Most European cities today are a 

65 mixture of old and modem buildings. 
Tokyo did not have tall buildings for a long time 

because of earthquakes. Then engineers figured out how 
to keep a high-rise standing during an earthquake. 
Today, there are many tall buildings in Tokyo. In fact, 

70 there are tall buildings in cities throughout the world. 
As the population of a city increases, the number of 
high-rises increases because they take less space. 

We have the technology for skyscrapers, but do we 
really need them or want them? With the invention of 

75 computers, a company doesn't need to have all its offices 
in one huge building. People can communicate by 
computer from offices spread out all over the city or even 
from their homes. And do we want 200-story buildings? 
Do people want to work and live that far above the 

80 ground? The architects and engineers who are planning 
these new skyscrapers have to think about these 
questions, or they may build buildings that no one 
will use. 

[al Vocabulary

skyscraper 
immigrants 
stole 

advantages 
designs 
pleasant 

title 
stories 
in addition 

sudden, violent 
movements of 

the earth 

advancement 
beams 
architect 

l. Someone ------- his car during the night. When he got up,

it was gone.

2. There are many ------- to learning a second language.
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3. A high-rise building is also called a -------

4. The Nile River in Africa holds the of longest river in 

the world.

5. Thousands of arrive in Australia from Asia and 

Europe every year.

6. What was the most important scientific ------- in the

twentieth century?

7. In some skyscrapers, the walls are made of steel ------­

and glass.

8. An architect buildings. 

9. The Taipei 101 building has 101 -------

10. Metal beams are used to build bridges ------­

to skyscrapers.

� Vocabulary

pleasant 
in addition 
advantage 

immigrant 
architect 
center 

bomb 
story 
exact 

space 
earthquake 
public 

1. One _______ of steel is that it is lighter than stone.

2. We've had weather lately. It has been warm 

and sunny.

3. We tried to get twenty chairs into the room, but there wasn't

enough-------

4. An ------- in Turkey destroyed several villages.

5. The sun is at the of our solar system. 

6. A famous designed the whole city of Brasilia. 

7. I don't know the height of the Sears Tower, but I 

think it's more than 400 meters tall.

8. Another word for a floor of a building is -------

9. The lecture on modem architecture tonight is open to the

-------· Anyone can go.

10. There was an explosion caused by a -------
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LcJ Vocabulary Review: Definitions

Match the words with the definitions. 

1. estimate

2. interior

3. border

4. delay

5. blind

6. harmless

7. escape

8. hemisphere

9. ashore

__ 10. blizzard 

[di Multiple Choice

a. better

b. half of the Earth

c. get away from

d. guess; predict

e. not dangerous

f. to the shore

g. line between two countries

h. not able to see

i. remote

j. inside

k. accident

I. bad winter storm

m. cause to be late

1. The first skyscraper was built in __
a. the late nineteenth century
b. 1853
c. Tokyo

2. It's impossible to build a skyscraper in stone because __
a. the building walls would be too thin
b. the lower walls would be too thick
c. people couldn't get to the top of the building

3. Many European cities __
a. were destroyed by earthquakes
b. have only new buildings
c. have both old and new buildings

4. A building with steel beams does not need __
a. technology
b. thick walls
c. stores and offices on the first floor
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5. The first building with sixty floors was built only __ years after a
fifty-story building.
a. 1913
b. four
c. eighteen

6. As population increases, increases. 
a. immigration
b. the number of skyscrapers
c. the number of old buildings

7. There weren't any skyscrapers in Tokyo for a long time because of __
a. earthquakes
b. the population
c. immigration

� Comprehension Questions

1. What technological advancements made skyscrapers possible?
2. Why don't buildings with steel beams need thick lower walls?
3. Name an advantage of buildings with thin lower walls.
4. Why does the text say that elevators were invented at just the right time?
5. What effect did the arrival of thousands of immigrants in the United States

have on skyscrapers?
6. What is the tallest building in the world today?
7. What is the advantage of high-rise buildings over lower buildings?
8. Why can Japan have skyscrapers today when it couldn't before?
9. Do you think people would use 200-story buildings? What is your reason?

rn Main Idea

1. Which sentence gives the main idea in paragraph 3 (lines 20-27)?
2. Which sentence gives the main idea in paragraph 6 (lines 41-46)?
3. Write a sentence that gives the main idea of paragraph 7 (lines 47-52).
4. Write a sentence that gives the main idea of the last paragraph.
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g Word Forms

These are some common verb prefixes and suffixes: 

en-: encircle, enclose 
-en: darken, shorten
-ize: industrialize, publicize

Choose a word form from the chart for each sentence below. Use the right verb forms 
and singular or plural nouns. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Verb 

compare 

please 

add 

advance 

prevent 

immigrate 

popularize 

enclose 

strengthen 

Noun 

comparison 

pleasure 

addition 

advancement 

( dis )advantage 

prevention 

immigration 
immigrant 

popularity 

enclosure 

strength 

Adjective Adverb 

comparative comparatively 

(un)pleasant ( un)pleasantly 

additional additionally 

advanced 

(dis)advantageous ( dis)advantageously 

preventive 

immigration 
immigrant 

popular popularly 

enclosed 

strong strongly 

1. Spanish spelling is easy to learn. By 

_______ , English spelling is difficult. 

2. It was a to meet you. 

3. People who are afraid to fly don't like being closed in.

-------, they sometimes fear heights and don't understand

the technology of flying.

4. What can you do to _______ in your profession?

5. It is to learn English. Are there any 

_______ to learning it? 
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6. Providing _______ medicine is better than helping people

after they are sick.

7. The office is open from 9:00. to 5:00. 

8. is very important to teenagers. 

9. The farmer put his sheep in an for the night. 

10. I agree with you ______ _

Two-Word Verbs: Review 

Put the right word in each blank. 

1. There was a long line waiting to check at the airport. 

2. A large truck broke on the highway. 

3. Alice goes to the gym every weekend to work __

4. Do you have enough money to live ? 

5. Could you help me this weekend? 

6. Fixing my car turned an all-day job. 

7. Mr. Brown is working too hard and has to slow

8. Jean had to drop of school and get a job. 

9. Children don't like to put their toys when they finish playing. 

10. Bob was an hour late because he ran ____ gas.

Articles 

Put articles in the blanks if they are needed. 

1. In 1998, Petronas Towers in __ Malaysia became __ tallest 

building in __ world. 

2. For centuries, tallest buildings were made of __ stone. 

3. In 1880s, architects started using these beams to support 

__ walls of buildings. 

4. Elisha Otis invented safety elevator and first showed it to __ 

public in 1853. 

5. In 1931, Empire State Building in New York was finished; it 

was 102 stories high. 

6. With invention of computers, __ company doesn't 

need to have all its offices in one huge building. 
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� Summarizing___
Write a sentence to summarize each of these paragraphs. 

1. Paragraph 1 (lines 1-10)
2. Paragraph 2 (lines 11-19)
3. Paragraph 5 (lines 34-40)

I Guided Writing

Write one of these two short compositions. 

1. Do you think we should continue to build higher and higher buildings?
Why or why not?

2. Describe a skyscraper you have seen. Be very specific and give
complete details.
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Left-Handedness 

Before You Read 

1. How many people in the picture are writing with their
left hand?

2. Are you left-handed, or is anyone else in your family

left-handed?

3. What advantages and disadvantages are there to being

left-handed?
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Context Clues 

The words in bold print are from this lesson. Use context clues to 
guess what each word means. 

1. Do you prefer to write with your left hand or your
right hand?

2. In the past, left-handed people were often forced to use
their
right hand.

3. One part of the brain controls how a person uses the five
senses-sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch.

4. Some left-handed children see letters and words
backwards. They read d for band was for saw.

5. In the 1930s, some teachers started permitting
schoolchildren to write with their left hand.

5 Left-Handedness 

Do you prefer to write with your left hand? If you like better 

do, you are one of the millions of "lefties" in the world. 
There would be even more left-handed people in 
the world if many people weren't forced to use their 

s right hand. 
To understand left-handedness, it is necessary to look 

at the brain. The brain is divided into two hemispheres. 
In most right-handers, the left hemisphere is the center of 
language and logical thinking. This is where they do their 

1 o math problems and memorize vocabulary. The right 
hemisphere controls how they understand broad, covering many 

general ideas and how they respond to the five topics 

senses-sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch. 
The left hemisphere of the brain controls the right 

1 s side of the body, and the right hemisphere controls the 
left side. Both sides of the body receive the same 
information from the brain because both hemispheres 
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are connected. However, in right-handed people, the 
left hemisphere is stronger. In left-handed people, it is 

20 the right hemisphere that is stronger. 
Different handedness causes differences in people. 

Although the left hemisphere controls language in most 
right-handers, 40% of left-handers have the language 
center in the right hemisphere. The other 60% use the 

25 left side of the brain or both sides for language. 
Lefties prefer not only the left hand but also the left 

foot. They prefer using the left foot to kick a ball 
because their whole body is "left-handed." 

There has been an increasing amount of research on 
30 handedness. For example, one psychologist says that 

left-handers are more likely to have good imaginations. 
They are also more likely than right-handers to enjoy 
swimming underwater. That is because left-handers can 
adjust more easily to seeing underwater. 

35 Left-handedness can cause problems for people. 
Some left-handed children see letters and words 
backwards. They read d for band was for saw. Another 
problem is stuttering. Some left-handed children start 
to stutter when they are forced to write with their right 

40 hand. Queen Elizabeth II' s father, King George VI, had 
to change from left- to right-handed writing when he 
was a child, and he stuttered all his life. 

Anthropologists think that the earliest people were 
about 50% right-handed and 50% left-handed because 

45 ancient tools from before 8000 B.C. could be used with 
either hand. But by 3500 B.C., the tools, which were 
better designed, were for use with only one hand. More 
than half of them were for right-handed people. 

The first writing system, invented by the 
50 Phoenicians (3000-2000 B.C.) in the Middle East, went 

from right to left. The Greeks began to write from left to 
right around the fifth century B.C. because they 
increasingly believed that right was "good" and left was 
"bad." As time passed, more and more customs 

55 connected left with "bad." This belief is still common in 
many countries today, and left-handed people suffer 
ho,-,,:n1co ,...fit 
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As the centuries passed and education spread to 
more levels of society, more and more people became 

60 literate. As more children learned to write, more of them 
were forced to write with their right hand. In the 1930s, 
some teachers finally started permitting schoolchildren 
to write with their left hand. In some countries, 
however, left-handed children are still forced to write 

65 with their right hand. 
Many famous people were left-handed. Napoleon, 

Michelangelo, Beethoven, Isaac Newton, and Albert 
Einstein were all left-handed. Alexander the Great and 
Queen Victoria of England were left-handed too. Paul 

70 McCartney of the Beatles plays the guitar the opposite 
way from other guitarists because he is left-handed. 

Are you left-handed even though you write with 
your right hand? Take this test to find out. Draw a circle 
first with one hand and then with the other. If you draw 

75 the circles clockwise (the direction the hands of a clock 
go in), you are probably left-handed. If you draw them 
counterclockwise (in the other direction), you are 
right-handed. The test does not always work, and some 
people draw one circle in one direction and the other 

so circle in the other direction. But don't worry if you are 
left-handed. You are in good company. with a lot of other 

good people 

Vocabulary 

necessary 
senses 
memorize 

broader 
responding 
tool 

backwards 
force 
adjust 

stutter 
prefer 
likely 

1. The main streets of a city are _______ than the side streets.

Broadway is a common street name.

2. A left-handed person who is forced to write with the right hand may

begin to ______ _

3. A car can go forward and ______ _
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4. Did you _______ any poems when you were a child?

5. Do you to have coffee or tea in the morning? 

6. A blind person is lacking one of the ______ _

7. Some students are shy about _______ to questions in class.

8. As you drive off the highway, you need to -----��

your speed.

9. Many businesspeople agree that it's _______ to know

English today.

10. There are no clouds in the sky today, so it's not ______ _

to rain.

� Vocabulary

suffering 
broad 
education 

tools 
respond 
opposite 

force 
permit 
clockwise 

anthropologist 
counterclockwise 
company 

1. A mechanic cannot fix a car without ______ _

2. If you want to get a good -------, where should you go

to school?

3. The hands of a clock move in a _______ direction.

4. Parents should not their children to swim in the pool 

without an adult there.

5. We had lots of _______ this weekend. My relatives and my

wife's relatives all came over.

6. If you turn to the left, you are turning in a _______ direction.

7. The of north is south.

8. A person who studies ancient cultures is called an ______ _

9. He tried to the door open, but it wouldn't move. 

10. During a war, there is a tremendous amount of ______ _
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I Vocabulary Review 

sticks out borrow mates 
once in a while specialist exactly 
fear tunnel loss 

1. Do you know _______ how tall you are?

2. In spring, animals search for ______ _

3. Spiders and birds build ______ _

nests 
crash 
terrified 

4. A roadrunner's head _______ straight in front when it runs.

5. The Simplon goes under the Alps between Italy 

and Switzerland.

6. Being afraid to fly is an illogical ______ _

7. We heard a loud _______ and knew that there had been

an accident.

8. You can _______ my books, but please don't forget to

return them.

9. Would you be _______ to meet Frankenstein?

10. Most people fly only ______ _

True/False/Not Enoug!l Information 

__ 1. Some Eskimos are left-handed. 

__ 2. Most right-handers do calculus with the left hemisphere of 

the brain. 

__ 3. When people look at a beautiful building, most of them use the 

right hemisphere of the brain. 

__ 4. The right hemisphere controls the right side of the body. 

__ 5. Most people in the world use the left hemisphere for language. 

__ 6. Left-handedness can cause children to see letters backwards. 

__ 7. It is easier to write from left to right. 

__ 8. Left-handed people are more intelligent than right-handers. 

158 

Unit 3: A Mishmash. or Hodgepodge 
106



Comprehension Questions 

l. What does the right hemisphere of the brain control?
2. Which hemisphere is stronger in left-handed people?
3. Why do lefties prefer to kick with the left foot?
4. What problems do lefties have in using machines?
5. When do some left-handers start to stutter?
6. Why do anthropologists think that the earliest people were equally

divided between left- and right-handers?
7. Why did the Greeks start writing from left to right?
8. What does "You are in good company" mean?
9. How can you tell if a 2-year-old child is left-handed?

10. Are you left-handed?

Main Idea 

1. What sentence is the main idea for paragraph 4 (lines 21-25)?
2. What sentence is the main idea for paragraph 6 (lines 29-34)?

3. Write a sentence for the main idea in paragraph 9 (lines 49-57).
4. Write the main idea of the last paragraph.

I Word Forms

Verb Noun Adjective Adverb 

communicate communication(s) ( un)communicative 

exist existence (non)existent 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

prefer preference (un)preferential ( un )preferential! y 

divide division (in)divisible 

force force forceful forcefully 

(un)common ( un)commonly 

respond response ( un)responsive 

permit permission (im)permissible (im)permissibly 
permit 

9. reality (un)real really 
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Choose a word form from the chart for each sentence below. Use the right verb forms 
and singular or plural nouns. 

1. I tried to get the information from the president's secretary, but he was

very ______ _

2. Frank told everyone that he worked for a large company, but the company 

1s ______ _ 

3. Professors should not give _______ treatment to the students

they like.

4. Ten is not evenly _______ by 3.

5. John was to leave the university because his grades 

were so bad.

6. It is _______ believed that girls learn languages faster than boys.

7. The injured person _______ to the doctor 's treatment. She is

well now.

8. You cannot build a house in this city without a building

9. It seemed _______ to Abdullah that he had finally finished his

doctorate degree and was going home.

[ii] Missing Words
_

Fill in the missing words. 

1. _______ understand left-handedness, it is necessary

_______ look the brain.

2. The brain _______ divided _______ two

hemispheres.
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3. Both sides of _______ body receive the same information

_______ the brain because both hemispheres

_______ connected.

4. There has been _______ increasing amount

_______ research handedness. 

5. But _______ 3500 B.C., the tools, which ______ _

better designed, were for use _______ only one hand. ·

6. _______ the centuries passed and education spread

_______ more levels _______ society, more and

_______ people became ______ _

ml. _ 
Connecting Words 

Put after, before, when, since, or until in the blanks.

1. I'll give you the book . I see you tomorrow. 

2. People who are afraid of flying can control their fear ------­

they take a class.

3. The Garbage Project has been in existence _______ 1973.

4. Toronto knew that it had done a good job recycling ·------- the

Garbage Project proved that the amount of its garbage had become smaller.

5. Sometimes _______ the roadrunner gets a piece of meat, it

takes it back to its nest.

6. There were no skyscrapers 1884. 

7. Burke started across Australia, he organized 

the expedition. 

8. _______ the 1930s, teachers forced all children to write with

their right hand.
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m Finding the Reason

Write the reason for each statement. 

Statement Reason 

1. Many left-handers have to use
their right hand.

2. For some people, the center of
language is in the right hemisphere.

3. Both sides of the body receive the
same information.

4. Lefties prefer kicking with the left foot.

5. King George VI stuttered.

6. Anthropologists think that more than
50% of people were right-handed by 3500 B.C.

7. Paul McCartney plays the guitar differently.

� Guided Writing

Write one of these two short compositions. 

1. Write a short history of left-handedness. Start with the earliest people and
continue until today.

2. Your 3-year-old child is left-handed. Your friend thinks that you should
teach the child to use the right hand instead. What are you going to do
and why?
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a Before You Watch 

1. How much do you remember about skyscrapers? Work with a
partner to recall the following information from Lesson 4.

a. The building material that made tall buildings possible:

b. Two problems that architects and engineers had to solve:

2. Read these comments from the video "Green Skyscraper":

"Lights, tourists, traffic. Times Square is not where you would
expect to find an environmental experiment in progress."

"But, slowly rising is a forty-eight-story building designed to
save energy and other natural resources."

Then discuss the questions below with your partner.

a. What do you know about New York? List three facts.
b. Why do you think this new building is called a

"green skyscraper"?

As You Watch 

Listen for information that will help you complete this list: 

Ways the Green Skyscraper Will Save Energy 

1. It will use solar panels to generate clean -------

2. Extra insulation will be used to keep heat (or cool air)

3. Oversized _______ will let in light, but not too

much heat.

Video Highlights 
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[I After You Watch

1. Check the facts. Is the underlined information in the following
sentences correct? If not, change the sentence to make it
correct. Write your correction above the mistake. If the
information is already correct, do not change the sentence.

40% 
Example: It's going to cut energy use by Be% over a 

conventional building. 

a. The builder, architects, and suppliers communicate via

airmail and the Internet.

b. We believe we've eliminated about 40.000 sheets of paper.

c. The building was designed to cut down on the use of glass

and other energy-intensive building materials.

d. Keeping buildings running takes up about one half of the

energy used in America each year.

2. Why is the statement below important? Discuss it with a
partner. Share your explanation with the class.

"The building is going to cut energy use by 40% over a
conventional building .... That's significant, particularly in a 
building this big. That's a lot of carbon dioxide (CO) that 
won't be going into the atmosphere." 
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Familiar Phrases 

A phrase is a group of words that has a special .meaning. Use this key 
to figure out the familiar phrases. 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUV XYZ 
ZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCB 

Write the phrase on the top line, and then use it in a sentence of your 
own on the bottom line. 

Example: R M T L L W X K N K Z M B

in good company 

If you like to swim, you are in good company with fish. 

1. G Z K BL FI ULLG

2. Z S R T S - I R H V Y F R O W R M T 

3. L M X V R M Z D S R O V 

Activity Page 
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Understanding Grammar Codes 

1. You can use your dictionary to learn about regular verbs.

Ending Form Example 

-ed simple past They designed the 
building to save energy. 

-ed past participle The building was designed 
to save energy. 

-ing present participle The architects are 
designing a new building. 

-s third person singular He designs buildings 
for a living. 

Your dictionary also gives you the forms of all irregular 
verbs. Look at this entry for the verb swim. Label each of its 
main forms. 

,,,,--past simple

swim I swim/ v. � I swrem/, swum 
/swAm/, swimming, swims 1 [I] to move 
through water by moving parts of the body 
(legs, arms, fins, tails): He swam across the

river and back again. 

2. Complete these sentences with the correct form of the verb in
parentheses. Use your dictionary to check for the correct spelling.

Example: The audience (clap) claprzed their hands and
stamped their feet. 

a. The Taipei 101 building (steal) _______ the title

of "tallest building in the world."

b. I (lose) my wallet somewhere. 

c. Many left-handers (excel) _______ in tennis,

baseball, and swimming.
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